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Happy new year 
2026 AD!  
I’ll start by sharing a fun fact I usually tell the faith formation 
kids in January: it’s a common misconception that AD stands 
for “after death” since BC is “Before Christ”.  But! AD stands 
for Anno Domini, which is Latin for “in the year of our Lord”, 
which starts at the birth of Jesus. 

2026 is shaping up to be a big year for GLC.  We’ve had a joint call committee meeting with DLC, 
and our next meeting to post our site profile will be January 6th.  We’re hopeful that candidates 
will find our joint opening attractive and apply quickly.  A few things to keep in mind:

1. Even if we get applicants quickly, the interviewing process can take time, and unless 
someone is already living locally or doesn’t have a current job to exit, it can take time before 
a Pastor fully “starts”

2. The goal has been and will continue to be for Dilworth to make the official “call” of the 
Pastor, and GLC will contract for services with DLC for a half-time pastor role.  

3. Dilworth has generously offered to cover 60% of the total compensation, with GLC covering 
40%. 

4. Any new Pastor will be half-time.  The goal is to have he or she cover 3-4 worship services a 
month (each for Sun/Wed), but we’ll still need to find pulpit supply or other solutions for at 
least 1 week a month.  For several years we’ve been operating on a half-pastor pulpit supply 
basis, so it’s likely that operations will continue as we’ve come to find “normal”.  

 Personally, I’m excited about the opportunity to regain consistency with our Pastor.  We’ve 
been lucky to have long-term fill-ins like Rod and Kyle, but a called Pastor will be a great step.  

 I’m also excited about the Annual Meeting.  Please, pretty please from the bottom of my pinky 
toes, come to the meeting so we can get quorum.  We unfortunately spend almost just as much 
time getting quorum as we do on the actual meeting, so please attend so we can get started 
quickly.  We will have a zoom link so you can join from your phone on your couch or in the car 
(passenger) if needed.  It should take less than 20-30 minutes.  

 Lastly, please meaningfully consider joining the council.  There are at-large positions open this 
year (2-year terms), and we meet once a month with occasional emails between.  If you’ve 
never done it before, please consider being fair to those who repeatedly volunteer.  We’re all 
busy.  You have time.  [Steps off soapbox]  

 Thank you! And happy year of our Lord, 2026! TJ Hopkins
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Marvel Jones, Pauline Litch  and Darlene Sandal 
are among the quilters who made the quilts and 
had the chance to congratulate the seniors.

Welcoming Baby Jesus 

No room at the inn. 
Baby Jesus is born.
Only a manger for  bed.  
Angels appear to 
shepherds who come to 
see the baby. 
Wise men arrive with gifts
for Jesus’ birth.

Confirmation readers: Sienna, Kinley, and Ava

Joseph & Mary: Henry & Charlie 
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Council members:
TJ Hopkins
Deb Langseth
Ron Labrensz
Shannon Powell
Bill Colbeth
Kelli Guhlke
Elizabeth Powell
Debbie Tollefson

Glyndon Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered community 
church, nurturing the faith of all generations.

Our values: Respect Everyone 
Honesty | Community | Faith

Glyndon Lutheran Church
414 Parke Avenue S Glyndon, MN 56547
Telephone: 218.498.2368
E-mail: office@glyndonluthern.org 
Office secretary: Kim Rasmussen-Anderson
Custodian: Kayla Riseberg

Angels: 
Harper & Peyton   

                        (not pictured)

Joseph & Mary: 
Henry & Charlie 

Lamb: 
Charlee

Wisemen: 
Griffin, Luke & 

Braxtyn 

Shepherds:              
Easten, Adam,           
Ben & Harvey
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