Jesus Came for Everyone
Week 3: Jesus heals Ten Lepers
O God of wisdom, help us all to study your word and engage your world, that together we may grow in knowledge and love, pursue what is good, and seek to do your will; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Read Luke 17:11-19
What did you hear? What caught your attention?
Samaritans and Jews in Jesus’ time did not get along. Last week, we talked about the differences between Samaritans and Jews and why they did not get along. The normal route for Jews to travel between the Galilee and Jerusalem would have taken a detour around Samaria. This is the route Jesus in on in today’s reading.
As Jesus approaches the village, the ten lepers recognize him and call out to him by name asking for mercy. How did they recognize Jesus? Why do you think they ask for mercy, instead of asking him to cure their disease?
In verse 14, Jesus sees the lepers and tells them to show themselves to the priests. In verse 15, one of the lepers sees that he has been healed. Because of their disease, the lepers were used to being on the edges of society, where people frequently did not see them. What do you think it felt like for the lepers to be seen by Jesus? When have you been surprised to be seen? How have you tried to make others feel seen?
Since this story takes place between the Galilee and Samaria, his instruction to the lepers to show themselves to the priests is vague and unclear. Jews worshiped in Jerusalem and Samaritans worshiped on Mount Gerizim. Either way, if they were following the rules for leprosy in the Torah, once the lepers saw they had been made clean, they would have done as Jesus said and shown themselves to the appropriate priests. Instead, the one leper returns and shows himself to Jesus. What is Luke trying to tell us about Jesus by telling us this leper returned to Jesus instead of going to a priest?
Take a look at Leviticus 13. In verses 45 and 46, we find the rules for how lepers were to dress and behave so they could be avoided. But skim the entire chapter. In modern times, we think of leprosy in the Bible as being the same as Hansen’s Disease, which we also call leprosy. But if you closely read the description in Leviticus, it does not fit with Hansen’s Disease. The Hebrew word “tzaraath” is often translated as leprosy, but could describe many skin conditions, including psoriasis, boils, scarlet fever, scabies, and many more.  This serves as a reminder that when we read the Bible, we must remember that it was written thousands of years ago. We always need to read with that in mind.
Have you ever spent time with someone with an illness that you did not understand? How did you feel? How is Jesus’ care for the ten lepers be an example for us?
