Jesus Came for Everyone
Week 2: The Samaritan Woman at the Well
O God of wisdom, help us all to study your word and engage your world, that together we may grow in knowledge and love, pursue what is good, and seek to do your will; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Read John 4:1-42
What did you hear? What caught your attention?
Samaritans and Jews in Jesus’ time did not get along. Last week, we talked about how Jews sometimes compared gentiles to dogs. “Gentile” meant anyone who was not Jewish. Samaritans were in a little bit different category. Samaritans believed they descended from the northern tribes after the Assyrians conquered the northern Kingdom of Israel, that God should be worshiped at Mount Gerizim, and that the Jews were heretics for worshiping the Jerusalem instead. The Jews believed Samaritans we not descended from those tribes but were resettled exiles from other lands conquered by Assyria. The Jews believe that their ways of worship were an offensive mockery of the proper ways to worship at the Temple in Jerusalem.
How do you think the Samaritan woman felt about being approached by Jesus? Have you ever had a conversation with someone who you did not expect to make time for you?
Last week, we talked about our tendency to forget that the disciples and others would have been present with Jesus almost all the time, unless we are clearly told Jesus was alone. In this story, we are told Jesus was alone when he started talking to the woman. What do you think John is trying to tell us by sharing this rare one-on-one conversation?
What do you think Jesus is talking about when he says, “living water”?
The woman asks Jesus about the dispute over where to worship between their peoples. Reread John 4:19-26. What do you think of when you hear Jesus’ reply?
When the disciples arrive, it says they were astonished that Jesus was talking to the Samaritan woman. 
What do you think are the “food” and the “harvest” that Jesus tells his disciples about in John 4:31-38?
John 4:39-42 describe how many Samaritans came to believe in Jesus because of the woman’s testimony. Tell about a time that you grew in your belief because of someone’s testimony. Tell about a time your words may have planted the seed to help another grow in their belief.
