Jesus Came for Everyone
Week 1: The Syrophoenician Woman
O God of wisdom, help us all to study your word and engage your world, that together we may grow in knowledge and love, pursue what is good, and seek to do your will; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Read Mark 7:24-29.
What did you hear? What caught your attention?
In Judea, dogs were scavenger animals that dug through garbage and were considered unclean, like how we think of raccoons. Dogs were never kept as pets in Jewish homes. A Jewish person calling a Gentile a dog would have been very much like using a racial slur to compare a black person to a raccoon.
Why do you think Jesus suggests that healing the woman’s daughter would be like taking children’s food and feeding it to the dogs?
What do you think of the woman’s reply? Why do you think Jesus healed her daughter immediately after her reply?
New read the same story in Matthew 15:21-28.
What did you notice that is different?
Why do you think Matthew mentions the disciples when Mark did not?
It is very common for us in the United States in the 21st Century to read the Bible as individuals, and focus on the individuals in Mark’s account, only Jesus and the woman. In Jesus’ time, everything happened in community. The earliest Christians would have more community-centered thinking compared to our individualistic culture. Mark does not mention the disciples because his readers would have assumed the disciples were always there unless he explicitly says the are not present. When reading the Gospels, we should try to always imagine the disciples there, seeing and hearing what Jesus does and says, and think about what Jesus might be trying to teach his disciples with his words and actions.
Knowing this community-centered perspective, what do you think Jesus was trying to teach his disciples in his dialog with the Syrophoenician Woman?
Before this story, Jesus and his disciples had only done ministry for the Jews. After this story, both Mark and Matthew describe a period where Jesus and the disciples traveled through some predominantly gentile areas doing their ministry?
What is this story calling you to do as an individual? What is this story calling us to do as a community of Jesus’ disciples?
